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Statement by Mr. K a n m Ban isa id-Abd ian head of the Indigenous Ahwaz i -Arab Delegat ion: 

Mr. Chai rman and Dist inguished delegates: 

On behalf of an est imated 5 mil l ion indigenous Ahwazi Arab people of Southwestern Iran, in the province 
of a l -Ahwaz or Khuzestan which boarders Irag and Kuwait, we want to thank you for this opportunity. 
Since the annexat ion of a l -Ahwaz by the Iranian government in 1925, indigenous Ahwazi nation has not 
recognized, nor does it now, recognize the Iranian government as its legit imate representat ive. While our 
land produces over 4 mil l ion barrels of oil a day which accounts for 8 5 % of Iranian oil product ion- none 
of it is al located to our peop le or region. - We do not share the riches of our land and half of our 
population lives in absolute poverty. 

In the last six months two major events took place: 

1. We sadly learnt about a large oil deal s igned on February 18, 2004 between the Japanese state-owned 
Inpex Corp and the Iranian Government , worth $2.8 bil l ion, for the "deve lopmen t " of " A z e d e g a n " oilfield 
in Southwestern Iran. The f inancing is being provided by large internat ional institutions and a consort ium 
of international oil corporat ions are also involved in exploration and other support ing roles. 

2. On July 3, 2004, AFP repor ted "Iran cfaims number- two posit ion for world oil reserves" AFP 
quotes Iranian Oil Minster Mr. Zanganeh that new oil discoveries in the southwest of the country now 
meant the Is lamic Republ ic held the number- two position in world crude reserves: " W e now have the 
second largest oil reserves in the wor ld , after Saudi Arab ia , " he told a news conference. 
He said the oil ministry's new f igure of 132 billion barrels of proven reserves, a j ump of 17 billion barrels 
from before, came from discover ies in the Kushk and Hosseinieh oilfields - now classed as one 
single field and renamed Yadavaran - in the southwestern province of Khuzestan. 

Mr. Chai rman, this newly d iscovered oilf ield, "Yadavaran" , is located in and around the two Indigenous 
Ahwazi-Arab vi l lages of Huss in ieh and Kusk. The Iranian government immediate ly changed the 
indigenous Arab names to a Pers ian name of " Y a d a v a r a n " and forceful ly expropr iated the land. 

Historical and legal owners of the " A z e d e g a n " and "Yadavaran"o i I f ields are the 5 mill ion indigenous 
Ahwazi-Arabs of Iran. The land of the subject oil deals, and indeed a large part of a l -Ahwaz (Arabistan), 
currently known as Khuzes tan province, has been in dispute since the overthrow of the Arabistan Emirate 
and its forceful annexat ion in 1925 by the Iranian government under King Reza Khan. 

Under the Inpex "deve lopmen t " contract, drilling of 75 oil wells and the massive amount of water 
required to inject in the wel ls, a long with the pipelines to carry the crude, will force the indigenous 
Ahwazis out of their remaining land and add to their cultural and economic devastat ion. 
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As historical documents show, after the discovery of oil in Arabistan in 1908 by the Anglo-I ranian oil 
Company (now BP) , the predecessor to the National Iranian Oil Company, the concessionai res signed the 
deal with the indigenous tribes of Arab is tan, an autonomous emirate and a Brit ish protectorate at the 
time. 

The Khuzestan region where " A z e d e g a n " and "Yadava ran " oilfields were discovered is the ancestral land 
of indigenous Ahwazi Arabs who have lived there for thousand of years. Ahwaz is don' t want a repeat of 
the past 79 years, where their land that provides for over 80 % of Iranian oil product ion, has ironically 
left them destitute. No part of this revenue, none, is being allocated to or shared with the indigenous 
Ahwazi Arabs in southwestern Iran. After annexat ion, the Iranian government, contrary to the 
international law, expropr iated this land without compensat ion to the rightful tnbal owners such as Kaab, 
Adris, A lbo-Nasser , Zergan , Bawi , Bani-toroof (see Wil l iam Strunk in Downfal l of the Municipality of 
Arabistan. 1976, University of Indiana). 

A grievance has been lodged with the Wor ld League in 1925 and with other bodies in the 1930s, 1940 
and 1950s to that effect. Prior to the discovery of oil and flood of newcomers and immigrant workers 
seeking jobs, the province was 9 5 % indigenous Ahwazi-Arabs. 

The towns and vi l lage in and around the " A z e d e g a n " and "Yadava ran " oilfields, as vi l lages around cit ies 
of Ahwaz, Abadan , Mohamara (Khoramshar) , Falahieh (Shadegan) and Dasht -e -Azadegan (Khafaj ieh), 
remain to be 1 0 0 % indigenous Arabs. The current regime does not represent indigenous Arab people of 
Ahwaz in any international fora. However , Ahwazi nation is a proud member of Unrepresentat ive Nations 
and Peoples (UNPO) , a long with over fifty other unrepresented nationalit ies and peoples. 

These deals will only strengthen and provides financial ability for conservat ives and fundamental ists in 
Iran who are commit ted to the proliferation and use of Atomic bombs and other weapons of mass 
destruction and pursuit of persecut ion of Ahwazis and other ethnic groups. T ime and again in the past 
twenty five years, history has shown that the Iranian government does not respect or abide by the 
international law. 

With the current unrest and volati le situations in Khuzestan, more discriminatory unemployment practices 
and other repressive measures by the Iranian regime against indigenous Ahwazis , will exacerbate the 
situations and may indeed pose safety concerns for foreign workers deployed under this dea l . 

In addition to " A z e d e g a n " , and "Yadava ran " , our area contains and sits atop of vas t mineral resources 
including a reserve of over 90 bil l ion barrels of oil and 210 billion cubic meters of natural gas , the second 
largest known oil and gas reserves in the wor ld. It produces 3 to 5 mill ion barrels of oil per day, or 2 0 % 
of O P E C daily product ion. Yet , the indigenous Ahwazis live in abject poverty. 

We urgently demand and recommend that as long as the Iranian Government does not recognize the 
legitimate rights of the Ahwaz i Arab indigenous peoples of Khuzestan, these oil dea l be abrogated and 
future oil investment in this region be avoided without the consent of its indigenous Arab populat ion. W e 
also, ask the UN Human Rights Commiss ion to dispatch a team to Iran to invest igate these cases. 

Thank You 
Karim Banisa id-Abdian, 
Head of Indigenous Ahwaz-Arab of Delegat ion 2 2 n d Session of 
Working Group on Indigenous Populat ions 
July 19-23, 2004 


